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Every year, UNAC–Vancouver partners with the BC Human Rights Coalition 
to celebrate International Human Rights Day by awarding the Renate Shearer 
Award.  This annual award is a memorial to the life and work of the late Renate 

Shearer who was Chair of the BC Human Rights Commission in the nineteen 
seventies and an avid social activist in BC during the nineteen eighties.  This year’s 
award was presented to the BC Society for Children and Youth (SCY) in recognition 
of their efforts promoting the full realization of child rights as set out in the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

SCY is currently running two major initiatives: the Child and Youth Friendly 
Communities Project aims to meet the needs of children and youth for safe, healthy 
communities, to involve them actively in creating their community’s future, and to 
further develop a climate in BC that respects their rights.  The Child Rights Public 
Awareness Campaign is led by SCY in partnership with the United Way of Lower Mainland, the BC Representative for 
Children and Youth, the Centre for Safe Schools and Communities at the University of the Fraser Valley, and Reel Youth. 
The campaign promotes child and youth rights in everyday life and encourages the UNCRC as a model for all programs, 
services and support to children, youth, and families.  For more information about SCY please visit their website.

The award was presented along with a reception and acceptance speech by SCY Executive Director Andrea Lemire on 
December 10, 2014 at JJ’s Restaurant in the Vancouver Community College. 

Late in 2014, a long 
time member and 
great supporter of 
the United Nations 
in Canada, Verna 

Splane celebrated her 
100th birthday along with 

her husband Richard Splane, family 
and friends.  The Vancouver Branch 
was pleased to present Verna with 
messages from her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II, the Governor General, 
the Lieutenant Governor of BC, the 
Premier of BC and many others.  We 
are sad to inform that just before 
the 2015 Annual Splane Lecture, on 
January 10, Verna passed away.

After graduating from University of 
Toronto, Verna went on to study at 
Columbia University in New York and 
finally, received her Master’s degree 
in Public Health from University of 

Michigan.  After working with the 
Victorian Order of Nurses, Verna 
went on to work for the World 
Health Organization in Africa, 
Caribbean and South America.  She 
was Canada’s First Principal Nursing 
officer, holding the highest post for 
any nurse in this country articulating 
nurse’s perspectives to the Federal 
Government.  As a professor of 
Nursing, she influenced thousands of 
young professionals around the world.

During this year’s Splane Lecture, 
UNAC–Vancouver Past President, 
Patsy George, was able pay respect to 
Verna Splane.  Following are excerpts 
from the tribute:

“I remember Verna Huffman Splane 
as a distinguished Canadian who was 
recognized for her contribution for 
the health and welfare of Canadians 

and people around the  world by many 
honours and the Order Of Canada.

I remember her as a nurse, proud 
of her profession and being a leader 
locally, nationally and internationally 
taking on important assignments to 
serve humanity.

I remember Verna as the First Chief 
Nursing officer, the highest position 
a nurse can achieve in Canada 
influencing the government policies 
and programmes at the national level.

I remember Verna as a true global 
citizen concerned about inequalities, 
basic rights of the poor, women and 
children and those who have been 
denied access to resources due to no 
fault of their own.
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Last year over 300 local youth 
gathered for UNAC–Vancouver 
inaugural Think Global, Link Local 
(TGLL) event to network with 
professionals working in Vancouver’s 
social sectors.  Back by popular 
demand, the 2015 networking 
breakfast will take place on March 
20 at Floata Seafood Restaurant. This 
event is geared towards students and 
recent graduates who are interested in 
working, volunteering, or interning 
with local organizations that do work 
that aligns with the United Nations 
mandate.  Some of the organizations 
that will be present at this year’s 
event include the Georgia Strait 

Alliance, Pivot Legal Society, the Aga 
Khan Society, BC Poverty Reduction 
Coalition, and the Canadian Parks and 
Wilderness Society.  Seating is assigned 
based on registration order, so register 
early to make sure that you get to sit 
with one of your top choices!  Click for 
more info.

This year’s speaker for the annual Dr. 
Richard B. Splane Lecture featured 
Graham Riches, Emeritus Professor 
and former Director of the UBC 
School of Social Work.  Dr. Riches 
spoke about, “Confronting First 
World Hunger: Charity or the right 
to food,” to a full room at the Liu 
Institute for Global Issues, UBC.  He 
spoke about the role of food banks in 
an increasingly privatized world and 
asked how we can shift the discussion 
from one of charity to one of public 
policy.  Riches argues that we have 
too often confused the problem of 
food insecurity as an issue stemming 
from a lack of food, when in fact it is 
an issue based in a lack of sustainable 
income.  He suggested that while food 
banks may seem like the only practical 
option for civil society, citizens should 
also tweet or write a letter to the 
government every time one donates 
to the local food bank.  The statement 
being a simple one: “I’ve done my part, 
now you do yours.”

Remembering Verna 
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“I remember Verna as a highly 
respected international public servant 
employed the United Nation’s World 
Health organization as someone who 
truly believed in multilateralism and 
our ability to solve problems through 
discussions, diplomacy and willingness 
to share the earth’s resources for the 
benefit of all.

I remember Verna as a mentor to 
many, challenging us to take on various 
roles to bring better health care and 
social benefits locally and globally.”

“I slept and dreamed that life was joy. 
I awoke and saw that life was service. I 
acted and behold, service was joy.” 

— Rabinthranath Tagore

It was with great pleasure that the 
UNAC–Vancouver presented Ta’Kaiya 
Blaney as the 2014 winner of the John 
Gibbard Memorial Award.  Ta’Kaiya is 
a Sliammon First Nations youth who 
is devoted to raising awareness about 
environmental issues and indigenous 
rights.

At 13 years of age, Ta’Kaiya is already 
a veteran of international affairs.  She 
is the youngest indigenous person 
to give an intervention at the United 
Nations in New York City.  She has 
spoken at the UN Permanent Forum 
for Indigenous Peoples and she was a 
speaker, singer and panelist at several 
UN Earth Summit Rio +20 events.   
She proposed the idea of an Indigenous 
Children’s Fund at the United Nations 

and has spoken out against the 
Enbridge Northern Gateway pipeline, 
taking her concerns directly to the 
CEO of Enbridge.

Ta’Kaiya pursues her activism through 
song, speech and art. Her song 
“Shallow Waters” highlights concern 
about oil spills off of the British 
Columbia coast, and she continues 
to produce music and art to raise 
awareness about global challenges.  
She challenges all of us to pay greater 
attention to our planet and to learn 
from indigenous culture and indeed 
from our youth.  As she states on her 
website:

“In my culture it’s a fact, and an 
understanding of life, that everything 
is connected, and we were put on this 
earth to be stewards and caretakers of 
the environment. In my culture, it’s a 
teaching to do more than connect the 
dots, to see the picture as a whole.  I 
feel that advocating, and speaking at 
mere conferences isn’t enough. Actions 
speak louder than words.“

Click to view TA’Kaiya’s acceptance 
speech.

Ta’Kaiya Blaney Recieves John 
Gibbard Award for Youth
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The sold–out 2014 TGLL event.

L to R: George Somerwill, Ta’Kaiya Blaney, 
Tazul Ali, Karen Truscott, Greg Neumann.
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